AFTER THE BATTLE

imminent. This intrusion of an outsider could hardly
be welcome in any quarter where there was opposi-
tion to the policy of the "open door5' and the integ-
rity of China which was advocated by us.

I knew that the intervention of any third power
or group of powers while Sampson had yet to engage
Cervera, or in the critical event of any set-back to
our arms, might have brought grave consequences
for us, while the Philippines were a rich prize for
any ambitious power; or, if they remained Spanish,
they were still under the sovereignty of a nation
which could hardly be expected to play an impor-
tant part in the affairs of China.ent ammunition to meet the emergencies of an
